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The current conditions in 91.7% of minors interviewed were

Ventimiglia are particularly harmful unaccompanied. Of these, 25% reported
they have family somewhere in Europe while

to children, most of whom tend to 8.7% did not knowing whether they had

be unaccompanied or separated family in Europe or not. In total, 80% of the

from their guardians. children had spent 1to 3 months in ltaly, and
67% had spent 1to 3 months in Ventimiglia’s
highly inadequate conditions. As regards the

With friends.
0.00%

demographic composition of
respondents, 88% of minors
surveyed were from Sudan,
8% from Eritrea and 4%
from Niger. All of the minors
interviewed were boys.
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CHILDREN'S HEALTH, SAFETY AND SECURITY

HAVE YOUE XPERIENCED ANY HEALTH

PROBLEMS IN ITALY?
MINORS ONLY

HAVE YOU BEEN ABLE T0 ACCESS

MEDICAL CARE?
MINORS ONLY

92% of children interviewed said they usually
slept by the river, with only 4% sleeping in the
Red Cross camp. 68% said they didn't have
access to food every day. Only 4% of children
said they had enough water to drink. 48% of
children said they had experienced health

problems, yet only 16.7% of those respondents

had been able to access medical care.

Unsurprisingly, 92% of minors said they felt
unsafe in Ventimiglia. When asked what they
thought were the biggest risks for people
passing through Ventimiglia, 76% cited risk
of injury or death at the border. 52% cited
the risk of not having sufficient food or water,
while 48% cited the lack of access to medical
care. Alarmingly, a whole 12% of children said
they believed sexual violence as a major risk.
When asked this question, one minor quietly
explained that sexual violence from other
refugees and Europeans was one of the main
risks for young people in Ventimiglia.

DO YOU FEEL SAFE IN VENTIMIGLIA?
MINORS ONLY

Yes, | feel very
safe. 4.00%

Yes, | feel safe,
4.00%

No, | feol very
unsafe, 80.00%

No, | feel quite
unsafe . 12.00%

| feel OK .
0.00%
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ARTICLE 25(2)

WHAT DO YOU THINK ARE THE BIGGEST RISKS FOR REFUGEES PASSING THROUGH VENTIMIGLIA?
MINORS ONLY

Risk of violence or sexual abuse by refugees l 4.0%

Risk of violence or .1|_mse by smugglers and . 4.0%
traffickers.

Risk from Europeans, robbing or attacking 0.0%
Risk of violence or sexual abuse by Europeans - 12.0%
Risk of violence or sexual abuse by police l 4.0%

Risk from other refugees, robbing or attacking . 8.0%

Risk of not being able to get medical help _ 48.0%
Risk of not getting enough food or water _ 52.0%
Risk of injury or death when trying to cross the _ 76.0%
border |

0.0% 20.0% 40.0% 60.0% 80.0%

" HAVE NOTHING TO
LOSE. | WOULD RATHER DO YOU KNOW OF ANY REFUGEES WHO DIED

DIE THAN NOT TRY [T0 INITALY OR AT THE FRENCH BORDER?
CROSS THE BORDERI" M'NURSUNLY

Anonymous Minor

.71 Rhoto 'c_redi_t:-Jeremiéh,Cotl:lren
e .

47.8% of minors knew of another refugee

who had died in Ventimiglia or at the border,
which is likely to be a particularly traumatic
experience for children. Nonetheless, one
minor explained: “/ have nothing to lose. | would
rather die than not try [to cross the border].”
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VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN

HAVE YOU EXPERIENCED VIOLENCE BY

ITALIAN POLICE?
MINORS ONLY

More than half of the children
interviewed, 54.2%, had
experienced citizen violence.
This usually took the form of
verbal abuse. When talking
about citizen violence, a
14-year-old Sudanese boy
said: “When we walk on the
street we are verbally abused. It
happens very often.”

52% of minors had
experienced violence by
Italian police, and the same
percentage had experienced
violence by French police.
One minor interviewed said
the police had thrown stones
and chased him while in the
mountainous areas. It was
unclear whether this was
perpetrated by French or

Yes
52.0%

Italian police. A 17-year-old
Sudanese boy interviewed
said he had his hands tied
while the French police kicked
him and told him to go back
to ltaly. He had tried to cross
three times but kept being
sent back.

One Sudanese 17-year-old
boy explained that he had
been verbally abused by
police while he was drinking
water in Ventimiglia.

All minors interviewed said
they had experienced being
forced back on the train from
France to Ventimiglia. 50% of
those respondents described
the incident as “violent”.

A 17-YEAR-OLD SUDANESE BOY
INTERVIEWED SAID HE HAD HIS HANDS
TIED WHILE THE FRENCH POLICE KICKED HIM
AND TOLD HIM TO GO BACK TO ITALY.

HAVE YOU EXPERIENCED VIOLENCE BY

FRENCH POLICE AT THE BORDER?
NNV

Yes
52.0%

- -timiglia CONfine so daic

ampo per Fan glic
CHIUSO
CLOSED

e

Photo credit: Samer Mustafa
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Cetanedm sy o ranc, sl whie i HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE THE INCIDENT
to cross the border. One 14-year-old Sudanese OF BEING SENT BACK ON A TRAIN FROM

boy explained: “The police beat me with a baton FRANCE TO ITALY?
and they hit my legs to make us get down the MINORS ONLY ’

mountain. Then they put me in jail for 24 hours
without food, water or medical attention.” 40%
of children had been sent back to Taranto in
southern Italy and subsequently made their
own way back to Ventimiglia. One 17-year-old
Sudanese respondent told the Refugee Rights
Europe research team that he was currently

waiting for his brother to make it back to It was peaceful.

Ventimiglia, but he was unable to call him as 90.83%

they didn't have mobile phones.

By the same token, 100% of the child It was viglent.
respondents had been forced back on a m 2

train from France to Italy by French police.

It is Refugee Rights Europe’s understanding
that these constitute illegal push-backs; minors
arriving on French soil should become the
concern of French authorities.

-

[ L LA

“THE POLICE BEAT ME WITH
A BATON AND THEY HIT MY
LEGS TO MAKE US GET DOWN
THE MOUNTAIN. THEN THEY
PUT ME IN JAIL FOR 24 HOURS
WITHOUT FOOD, WATER OR
MEDICAL ATTENTION."

_— 14-year-old Sudanese boy

Photo credit: Jeremiah Cothren
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CHILDREN'S ACCESS TO INFORMATION

ONE POLICE OFFICER TOLD A MINOR
THAT IT DOESN'T MATTER HOW DO YOU HAVE ACCESS TO INFORMATION

?
OLD HE IS: HE CANNOT STAY IN aﬁqusTuISUR RIGHTS AND OPPORTUNITIES?

FRANCE IRRESPECTIVE OF AGE.

Photo credit: Jeremiah Cothren

DO YOU HAVE ACCESS TO INFORMATION
Only 8% of children said they had access ABOUT EUROPEAN ASYLUM LAW AND
to information about their rights and IMMIGRATION RULES?

opportunities, while just 16.7% had access to MINORS ONLY
information about European immmigration }

rules and asylum law. This information was
obtained from internet sources, other refugees,
and in some cases from government or
NGO-sources. Only 4.2% said they had access
to legal representation.

It is worrying that French police at the Menton
Garavan station were overheard providing
minors with false or misleading information.
For instance, one police officer told a minor
that it doesn't matter how old he is; he cannot
stay in France irrespective of age. Police
officers were similarly overheard telling a
minor that individuals who are not European
cannot be in France under any circumstances,
and that if one wants to be in France they must
speak French. Such nonsensical arguments
presented by officials is harmful to minors
who are sorely lacking reliable sources of
information and guidance; it is also a violation
of European Directives.

28
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ARTICLE 28

EVERYONE IS ENTITLED TO A SOCIAL AND

INTERNATIONAL ORDER IN WHICH THE RIGHTS
AND FREEDOMS SET FORTH IN THIS DECLARATION
CAN BE FULLY REALIZED.

ACCESS TO INFORMATION

- — —
Some of these documents seen by Refugee In total, 7.9% said they had access
Rights Europe related to deportations from to information about their rights and
Italy, while others contained information about  opportunities to change their situation, while
how to claim asylum in Italy. Respondents only 13.1% had access to information about
were largely unable to decipher the European asylum law and immigration rules.
information in these documents, signalling As few as 3.7% of respondents said they had
an alarming failure on part of the Italian access to legal representation, most likely
authorities to communicate effectively with individuals from the Red Cross camp who had
displaced people. managed to secure some time with a pro bono

solicitor based there.

DO YOU HAVE ACCESS TO INFORMATION DO YOU HAVE ACCESS TO INFORMATION

ABOUT EUROPEAN ASYLUM LAW AND

IMMIGRATION RULES?
ALL RESPONDENTS

ABOUT YOUR RIGHTS AND OPPORTUNITIES?
ALL RESPONDENTS

92.1%

No
86.9%
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ONWARD JOURNEY

9.6% of respondents had been in another European
country prior to their current stay in Ventimiglia, CAN YOU GO BACK TO YOUR COUNTRY OF

mostly France, but some had also entered Italy via ORIGIN?
Greece by boat. ALL RESPONDENTS

Most respondents expressed shock at the conditions
and treatment they found in Europe. However, the
vast majority, 82.4%, said they cannot go back to
their countries of origin, due to fears of war, conflict
and persecution. A significant number, 12.7%, said
they didn't know if they would be able to go back.

82.4% SAID THEY
CANNOT GO BACK TO THEIR
COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN, DUE

TO FEARS OF WAR, CONFLICT

AND PERSECUTION.

Yes. 4.93%

27.5% of respondents said they had family in
another European country (mainly cousins, uncles
and aunts, but also nuclear family such as siblings),
and 7.2% didn't know if they had family in Europe. Of
all respondents, 11% said they had family in France,
7.1% in the United Kingdom, while some cited family
in Germany, Sweden, Serbia, Norway and Denmark.

DO YOU HAVE ANY FAMILY MEMBERS IN

EUROPE?
ALL RESPONDENTS

Photo credit: Jeremiah Cothren | don't know
71.2%
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IN WHICH COUNTRY /COUNTRIES ARE YOUR FAMILY MEMBERS?

ALL RESPONDENTS
20.0%
11.4%
7.1%
1.9%
1.0%

0.0%

France United Germany Sweden

Kingdom

WHICH COUNTRY IN EUROPE ARE YOU TRYING TO GO T0?

ALL RESPONDENTS

60.0%

54.1%
44.4%
40.0%
20.0%
1.5%
”-“WO | —
United France Germany Other

Kingdom

2% 0.5% 0.5%
Serbia Norway Denmark

0.7% 0.7% 0.7%

Netherlands Denmark [taly
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When asked where in Europe they were trying
to go, 54.1% cited the United Kingdom and
44.4% France. Others were seeking to travel

to Germany, the Netherlands, Denmark and
Italy. In total, 60% said their top motivation
for wishing to go to a certain European country
was a belief that they would have a better
chance to be granted asylum or humanitarian
protection there.

Meanwhile, 36.8% indicated that their
knowledge of the official language (English

or French) was the main reason for wishing

to go to a particular country. Another 30.8%
were motivated by a belief that their rights
and freedoms would be respected in a certain
country. 15% cited family ties as the main
driver and 12% spoke of job opportunities. A
17-year-old Sudanese boy said: “I don't know
how my family are. | don't have a phone and
neither do they. I feel sometimes there is no one
who can hear me crying inside. When | reach the
UK, I would like to study human rights so | can
help people in the future.”

ARTICLE 28

Photo credit: Jeremiah Cothren

WHY DO YOU WANT TO GO TO THAT COUNTRY?

ALL RESPONDENTS

Other

I have friends in that country

I think | can have better job opportunities in
that country

I have family members in that country

I think | can get better education in that
country

I think 1 will have more freedom and rights
there (Including religious)

I speak the language

| think | have a better chance to get asylum /
protection in that country

0.0%

2.3%

9.0%

15.0%

25.6%

30.8%

36.8%

60.2%

20.09%

40.0% 60.0%% 80.0%
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ARTICLE 30 \ ol
NOTHING IN THIS DECLARATION MAY BE 570
INTERPRETED AS IMPLYING FOR ANY 7 "%
STATE, GROUP OR PERSON ANY RIGHT T0
ENGAGE IN ANY ACTIVITY OR TO
== PERFORM ANY ACT AIMED AT THE
955 DESTRUCTION OF ANY OF THE RIBHTS AND
‘ FREEDOMS SET FORTH HEREIN.
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The research findings
outlined in this report
suggest that the current
situation in Ventimiglia
is detrimental to the
health and wellbeing
of displaced people
passing through this
Italian transit point.

The lack of access to clean drinking water
and sanitation raises serious concerns, as
does the striking absence of information and

support services. The combination of repeated

push-backs and police violence on both sides
of the border, in the absence of any viable
alternatives, appear detrimental to displaced
peoples mental and physical well-being.

THE CURRENT STATE
RESPONSE ON BOTH
ITALIAN AND FRENCH SIDES
DISREGARDS THE PRINCIPLES
OF HUMAN RIGHTS

The living conditions are largely inadequate,
even within the official Red Cross camp,
according to the camp residents themselves.
Untreated physical and mental health
problems are widespread, and the relentless
work of charities and NGOs to address the
situation is insufficient in the absence of a
coordinated multi-agency response. The
fact that most of the displaced people in

Ventimiglia had recently arrived from Libya
means that the majority have been exposed
to, or experienced first-hand, torture andill-
treatment which tends to give rise to serious
cases of post-traumatic stress disorder. This
requires professional treatment and support.
In Ventimiglia, such conditions are further
exacerbated by inhumane living conditions
and repeated dispersals and deportations
leading to gradual mental exhaustion.

In light of Refugee Rights Europes findings, it
is evident that the current state response on
both Italian and French sides disregards the
principles of universal human rights. This risks
having a detrimental impact on displaced
people seeking sanctuary at Europe’s shore.
Therefore, the health, safety and human
rights of the displaced people arriving in
Ventimiglia must be placed at the centre of
policy making, and increased resources and
services need to be allocated to ensure the
standards at this transit point are urgently
improved. Unaccompanied minors in particular
are in urgent need of a protection framework,
and further investigation into sex trafficking
of women and girls must be immediately
prioritised.

Photo credit: Jeremiah Cothren
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